
Accommodations for English Language Learners  
                       General Classroom  and Content Areas  
 

MATH 
 

 At beginning to intermediate levels of proficiency, English Language Learners should be 

shown examples of a completed assignment to model the correct format. 

 Assignments and directions should be printed on the board along with cursive representation. 

 A bilingual assistant/interpreter, when available, could be used to explain math concepts in 

the student’s primary language. 

 Students should have access to counters, number lines and other types of manipulatives, 

which enable them to complete assignments at their level of instruction. 

 Rewrite story problems in simpler English. Use short sentences, pictures, and illustrations to 

encourage understanding. 

 Show students how to prepare a card file of number words. Write the word on one side and 

the symbol on the opposite side.  

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

 Allow beginning and advanced beginning students to use drawings to demonstrate 

knowledge of concepts. 

 Show English Language Learners at all proficiency levels a model of a project/assignment 

prior to their completing the assignment. 

 Teach the key concepts while limiting the vocabulary and details in the lesson.  

 Test only those key concepts addressed. 

 Use many visual aids during the instruction process; i.e. overhead transparencies, maps, 

graphic organizers, puzzles, computer, etc. 

 Tape record the test or give test orally to student.  

 Allow ELL student capable of tape-recording lessons to do so. (Provides immediate feedback 

for student to listen to the lesson at home and work on assignments on his/her own.) 

 

             READING  
 

When making accommodations for ELL students in the area of reading, it is important  

to remember that there is a difference between listening and speaking and reading and  

writing. Some English Language Learners might be considered advanced in speaking,  

but functioning at a beginning instructional level when it comes to reading with fluency.  

Keep this in mind when assigning grades. Try to remember to place the emphasis on the  

student’s instructional level in Reading. 

 

 ELL students at all proficiency levels should have reading materials provided at their 

instructional level by the classroom teacher. 

 ELL students should be taught vocabulary in context; remember to limit the number of 

vocabulary words taught in each unit to only the key words. As comprehension increases, 

increase number of words.  

 Tape record information for the ELL student to learn and let him/her listen to it.  



 Let students act out the story to demonstrate understanding. 

 Use a variety of strategies and approaches to teach reading. The key component is to make 

sure that students are being taught vocabulary through meaningful context, not in isolation. 

 Provide the ELL student the background knowledge necessary in order to understand. 

 Teach ELL students reading strategies that enable them to predict, connect, question, and 

visualize a story. 

 

SCIENCE 
 

 Homework should include completing graphs, drawing, writing in journal, etc. 

 Students should work in groups when possible to solve problems or conduct experiments. 

Provide many hands-on experiences as ELL students learn best by doing and seeing lessons.  

 Show ELL students at all proficiency levels a sample of a completed project or assignment 

when requiring a science project for a grade.  

 Have students compile notebooks of their hypotheses, materials, procedures, data, 

conclusions of experiments, and field experiences. 

 Have students prepare collections of science objects, such as sticks and leaves. 

 Use “hands-on” experiential activities that do not rely on academic language for 

understanding 

 Prepare large charts that summarize the steps involved in experiments. 

 

 

 WRITING 
 
When making accommodations for English language learners in the area of writing, the  
same principle holds true. There is a large difference between listening and speaking and  
reading and writing. Many ELL students could be considered advanced in speaking but  
at a beginning instructional level in writing.  
 
 ELL students may not know what cursive writing is; therefore, it will have to be taught. 

 ELL students could be provided a list of basic sentence patterns or words (with pictures) 

most frequently used in their classrooms for use when writing independently. 

 ELL students could use a journal as a means of practicing writing with teacher feedback.  

 Classroom teacher could provide a model of what he/she expects the finishing writing 

assignment to look like. 

 Allow ELL students to write about topics in which they have background knowledge.  

 Allow ELL students to work together when possible to brainstorm and to begin the writing 

process.  

 Use vocabulary words and sentence structures at the instructional level of the student. Use 

words from their own materials. The words must have meaning for the student. Provide 

context clues when helping the child to learn new material. 

 Try to limit the number of spelling words assigned. Increase the number of words as 

comprehension level increases. 

 Usually ELL student’s oral language skills tend to be higher than their reading and writing 

skills. Adjust assignments based on the instructional level of the student. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


